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INTERNATIONAL PRELI MINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
I Box No. I Basis of the report 



| International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/003139 



' L 15 baS6d ° n intemati0nal ap <* iCati0n in &e ^age in which it was filed, unless 

Q This report is based on translations from the original language into the following languaee 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: IO »° wln g language 

□ 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



I' 2Lw^,!° ** elemC " t J l 0f . the intem a«°nal application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
The international application as originally filed/fiirnished 

□ 

the description: 
pages 

„ . , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* ~ 

pages* ——— 



[ J the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 



received by this Authority on 
m received by this Authority on 



I | the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



. > as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



3 - CZ] Tne amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 

[~] the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify); __ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify); m 



4 ' ' 25 ^ ^ bC u n est * blished as if ( some of ) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
(Rule 7 TmT y derCd t0 g ° bey ° nd thC diSCl ° SUre aS flIei aS * dicated in the SuPplementaS Box 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify); 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify); 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1^13 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (I A) Claims j.j3 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: WO, 01-59508, Al (Sony Corp.), 7 February, 2001 (07.02.01) 

Document 2: JP, 52-98385, U (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd.), 25 July, 1977 (25.07.77) 

Document 3: JP, 8-98214, A (Terumo Corp.), 12 April, 1996 (12.04.96) 

The subject matters of claims 1-10 and 13 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 1 and 2 cited in the ISR. A person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of the idea of using 
an invented linear light-emitting source described in document 1 in combination with an LED provided with 
prisms described in document 2. It is not considered that either (1) the feature of the brightness at the center part 
different from that at both end parts or (2) the feature wherein the prisms on the periphery and that at the center 
part are separate bodies from each other, and are molded in an integrated form with the intervening 
circumferential part of the light-outputting face as corresponding to a required number of point-shaped light 
sources, produces any particular effect. Such features are matters that a person skilled in the art might decide on 
as required. 

The subject matters of claims 12 and 13 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 
1-3 cited in the ISR. The inventions described in documents 1 and 3 belong to technical fields analogous to each 
other, so a person skilled in the art could have easily conceived of the idea of disposing the linear light-emitting 
source described in document 1 at almost equal distances to the center part of a liquid-crystal panel, following 
the descriptions in document 2. 
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